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F3C BRIEFING 10 Pecember 193
VENEZURLA
I. Romulo Betancourt, candidate of leftist but non-~-Commie Democrat:e

Action Party has spparently won presidency.swt Final official

returns are not expscted before end of week, fut Jaiagabul are
Caldira concedad (10 Aec ), R t’(“f 7, -
A, Upnofficial ecount gives Betancourt over 5% of total vote mwxl

39 %s
Democratic Republican Union candidate Larrazabal about 39%,°

ludi W;/ Commi ty which also backed him
N — cluding on rom e party c B0 ! .
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tancourt's Demeocratic Action Party will probably get highmst

pumber of seats in (O-member senate and l140-member lower house.
+ Commies polled between 5%-8% congressional vote and haa
vorn at least 5 seats--probably more--in congress,
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Heavy concentration their vote in Carscas may be sourc:

.
LYl

L P fon
Mg Chanos In Biass.

22

of fuiure unrvrest.

Communists are principal competitors of Betancourt's porty
in labor, press, student circles,
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Hilitary long conamidered hostile toward Betancourt and his pary.

Betancourt victory may bave increased the possibility of s coup but

no evidence majority of military prepared to act against him &z
present time,

A, Breakdown of public order, serious violence, govt moves to
reduce military power, or extremist reform progranms mizht rwovoke
military intervention, probably with conservative civilian lacking
B.

Pro~lLarrazabsl student groups snd"boy brigand” hoodlums~-probably

parfy directed by Commies-~demconstirated against Betaacourt victers
in Caracas 8-9 December. Demonstrations do not appear out

of control.
111. Presidential candidates and three major parties--all left-of-center

refémbyed Faabeleager88eP/¢E thvTiisRDBSIIG0PPEA0GHARIARAY and implorent

common programs. —2EP T
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A, New coalition will attempt to extend coantrel over private :cvreign
oll industry and revise 50-50 profit-shariag formula to pesnit
larger share for govt,

1, Industry profits said to be ?anning above 30% direct net
investiment; Creole (K850 KJ), biggest producer, bad nex
PERfLts of simet 1400 siinn tn doat, o7 T

2. #Agreements with US-owned iron mining comparies in Venestela
BRy also be revised,

B. Parties and leaders have agreed not to appoint Commies to
executive positioms in govt but have indicated they may corsider
diplomatic relations with one or more Soviet bloe countries.

IV. Betancourt (age 350) is an astute leftist but non-Communist leafer,
with long experience in polities.

A, He admits to being member of Costa Ricam Commie party for BbRief
period during student days in early 19308 but -elaime-—Se-heve
aeterud,tiesf;g¥§936.

1. Betancourt says his reason for joining was belief Commie
prograa offered solautions to national problems; says it wvas
"youthful attack of political smallpox.”

2. Allegedly left party becausse of itm foreign orientatiom and
because its ideology "inadequate for our peoples.™
B. 3Since early 1958, including final days presidentisl eampriga,

Betancourt has publicly and privately expressed his oppesition
to Commies in govt, but supports their right to exist as a
legal party. Ee says Bemocratic Action Party will have "no
ideological eonnivance with Commies.”

C. Betancourt became interim president Venezuela 1945-48,
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B, Betancourt became interin president Venenuels 1943.48.

1. Venesuela's only other free elections were held during
his tenure. (In 1947)
2., His

policies as President presented no major difficulties
to US commercial interests,
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C. After the 1948 military coup against president-elect

Gallegos, Betancourt lived in exile in Comta Riea,
Cuba, US, and Puerto Rico. Be remained activelyopposed
to Perez Jimenez dictatorship,

1. BRetancourt is close friend of ex-president Figueres
of Costa Rica and Gov. Munoz Marin of Puerto Rico,
' 2. Fe returned to Venezuela last January after Perex
Jimenez deposed.

D. Since early 1858, including final days presidential campaiyn,
Betancourt has pudblicly and privately expressed hisopposition
to Commies in government, but supports their right to exis:
as a legal party, He says Democratic Action Party will have

"no ideological connivance with Commies."
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